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THE SIDNEY

Moonlight Madness, Halloween Downtown

SIDNEY – Above a modern-day business in historic down-
town Sidney rests the once busy hallways of Sidney Hotel. Those 
now-empty hallways usually remain quite silent. However, as the 
veil between the worlds of the living and the dead thins with the 
approach of Halloween, the spooky activity in that old building 
begins to kick up.

At least, that’s what the Sidney Jaycees would have you believe. 
That’s because there are only two weekends left to experience one 
of the most frightening haunted houses around, according to Jaycee 
membership vice president Audrey Matthes.

“We had a small turnout for the first weekend,” Matthes said. 
“We’ve heard lots of screams, and we’ve seen people run out onto the 
sidewalk after going through.”

Perhaps that’s due to the fright factor offered by a hospital set-
ting, or even worse, an asylum. That’s the theme for the entire 
haunted hotel experience this year, which is different than previous 
years when each room was themed.

“All the setups are new,” Matthes said. “We have a cafeteria, a 
burn unit, the morgue and a resident crazy doctor.”

It’s not too late to get scared because Sidney’s Asylum above 
Miller Office Products will be open for new patients on Oct. 23, 24, 
30 and 31 from 7 p.m. to midnight. For the tykes who might be too 
scared to visit, there is a no-scare trick-or-treat on Halloween day 
scheduled from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The haunted hotel has been a mainstay attraction for Halloween 
scenes by the Jaycees for years. This year’s theme was based on the 
1999 remake of “House on Haunted Hill,” a film that is set in an 
abandoned asylum where numerous murders were committed by 
the doctor.

The project is one of the largest fundraising events for the non-
profit organization. Funds raised by the spooky show are used to 
fund other projects such as the no-cost Winterfest celebration and 
Toys For Tots program, Matthes said.
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LINCOLN – Nebraska lost more residents to 
other states than it gained from them in 2008, 
continuing a 13-year-long trend, but the rate 
of departure slowed significantly, researchers 
reported.

About 2,500 more people left the Cornhusker 
State than moved to the state in 2008, according 
to a report released Wednesday by the University 
of Nebraska at Omaha’s Center for Public Affairs 
Research. That’s about half the state’s annual 
average loss of 5,000 residents over the previous 
decade and well below the 20-year average of 
about 3,300. Nebraska has failed to lure more 
residents of other states than it’s lost in all but 
three of the past 20 years that the statistic has 
been measured – 1992, 1995 and 1996.

That trend continued in 2008, but researchers 
noted that Nebraska attracted more residents 
from 22 states than it lost to them, double the 
number from 2007. The 22-state net gain was the 
highest since 1996, when there was a gain from 
24 states. In 2002, Nebraska saw a net gain from 
just eight states.

The figures suggest Nebraska may have been 
a destination for some affected by the economic 
downturn widely believed to have started in late 
2007, said researcher David Drozd, who com-
piled the data by looking at IRS tax data. The 
downturn hit Nebraska later than many other 
states.

Some states that gave Nebraska more people 
than it took in 2008 were pummeled early by 
the recession, like Ohio. Nebraska gained 37 
people from Ohio in 2008 after having a net loss 
of nearly 100 to the state in 2007. That marked 
just the fifth time in the 20 years that Nebraska 
had a net gain in residents moving to and from 
Ohio.

Last year was the first time during the 
two decades that Nebraska saw a net gain 
from Minnesota, and it was just the third time 
Missouri has been in the plus-population cat-
egory for the Cornhusker State.

Over the last two decades, bordering Iowa 
has mostly been a negative factor in Nebraska’s 
population math, taking an average of 200 more 
people than it gave Nebraska. Last year, Iowa 
was a net-gainer for Nebraska, adding 26 resi-
dents.
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SIDNEY – Sidney downtown 
businesses will be open late Tuesday, 
Oct. 27, for Moonlight Madness as 
part of the long-running customer 
appreciation promotion.

Cheyenne County Chamber 
Director Megan McGown said that 
it has been a successful promotion 
for the downtown Sidney businesses 
for a number of years.

Participating stores will be open 

until 8 p.m. that night to provide 
residents with more time to shop. 

A few shops will stay open until 
9 p.m.

Shirt Tales Owner Deanna 
Cantor has been open for Moonlight 
Madness for nine years and said it 
is enjoyable for shoppers and busi-
ness owners.

“It’s a good opportunity for peo-
ple to get pre-Christmas bargains 
and see what people have in their 
stores,” she said.

Greg Butts, owner 
of G & L Laser 
Memories, said it is 
his second year, and 
thinks Moonlight 
Madness provides a 
good opportunity for 
business owners to 
hear feedback from 
the customers, as well 

as a “kick-off to the holiday season” 
with shopping.

“It lets the individuals know 

what the businesses have to offer,” 
he said. “It’s also nice to talk to 
people in the community.”

Moonlight Madness participants 
are Accents Home Décor, Alberts 
Diamondland, Becky’s Health Hut, 
The Book and Coffee Corner, G & 
L Laser Memories, Finney’s True 
Value, Imagine That, Larry’s Clothing 
Company, Shirt Tales, Sidney Floral 
and Gifts, Steffens Home Interiors, 
Steffens Appliance Center, Sue’s 
Hallmark and Western Drug.

Businesses will also be open for 
trick-or-treaters on Halloween dur-
ing regular businesses hours. 

McGown said orange signs will 
be posted on participating business-
es for trick-or-treaters.

Signs will be put up when the 
store opens, and should be removed 
at closing. For more information 
about Sidney’s downtown offer-
ings, contact the Cheyenne County 
Chamber of Commerce at 308-254-
5851.

Local Mom Raises More Than $1,550 For ESU 13

SIDNEY – On July 10, 2009, Kelly Reimers 
of Dalton reaped the benefit of her hours of 
labor as 65 ladies from the area attended the 
Bunco night event she spent months planning.

Women gathered for a night of fun, and, of 
course, to support Reimers in her quest to give 
back to the organization that has helped her so 
much.

All proceeds from the fundraiser went to ESU 
13 in Sidney to be used for the early education 
intervention program for children ages infant 
to 3 years old, the same age group as Reimers’ 
daughter, who struggles with hearing loss.

 “I’ve been touched by the ESU here,” Reimers 
said.

Reimers, who moved from Parker, Colo., to 
Sidney, said she didn’t know what to expect 
when she moved to the southern Panhandle.

“I thought I had it all in Parker,” she said 
of the help she received for her special needs 
3-year-old Natalie. “I was amazed by the people 

in Sidney.”
She said she was so happy to have people 

who cared show up at her house.
Although her goal was to draw 100 ladies 

for Bunco Night to the Dalton American Legion 
this past summer, she said “it was exactly what 
I hoped it would be.”

More than $1,880 was raised that night for 
Sidney’s ESU 13. She said even those who won 
door prizes gave back their winnings for the cause.
After the cost of putting on the fundraiser was 
recouped, the total amount raised was more 
than $1,550.

The group plans to discuss how the money 
could be best used to benefit infants to age 3.

“We are thankful for the donation and all 
the community support,” Nici Johnson of ESU 
13 said.

The mission of ESU 13 is “to meet the needs 
of learners by working with schools, families 
and communities to achieve educational excel-
lence through exemplary service and leader-
ship.”
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Nebraska’s Trend Of 
Residents Departing Slows

JESSICA BAUERKEMPER /  THE SUN-TELEGRAPH

KELLY REIMERS of Dalton addresses the ESU 13 Board at a meeting in 
Sidney Thursday at noon to report on money that was raised during 
Bunco Night in July. The funds have been donated to the unit’s early 
intervention program for infants to age 3.
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SIDNEY JAYCEES, and ‘The Asylum’ project co-chairs, Audrey Matthes, left, and Misty 
Brown show off a gruesome scene sure to frighten those brave enough to enter the 
hallowed halls of the Sidney Hotel for the next two weekends. The haunted hotel has 
always been a large fundraiser for the non-profit group.

‘The Asylum’ Opens For 
Second Weekend
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